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Middlesex Deeds Registry 1858 
MDR 1858 004 119

The first record we have of the St. 
George’s Square Gardens is from an 
1857 sale by William Broder to the Very 
Reverend James O’Neal.  The gardens 
are described as ‘fenced in with iron 
rails or fences’
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Ordnance Survey 
Surveyed: 1870, Published: 1875

The first Ordnance Survey 
map of 1870 shows a 
perimeter hedge, and four 
entrances.
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Ordnance Survey 
Revised: 1894,  Published: 1895

The Ordnance Survey map 
of 1894 shows the hedge 
still present
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Royal Commission on London 
Squares 1928

 

And the Royal Commission on London Squares of 
1928 states that the square is ‘surrounded by a sparse 
hedge’
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London Picture 
Archive 1968

By 1968 there is 
no hedge (and 
no railings 
either!)
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London Picture Archive 1977

But by 1977, the 
iron railings had 
been restored



7 Charterhouse Square – May 2022



8Charterhouse Square – May 2022



9Charterhouse Square – October 2022



10 A sketch by Todd Longstaffe Gowan of how the square might look with hedges 



11



12

§ The hedges will increase biodiversity, especially if they are of mixed 
planting (e.g. hawthorn & hazel)

§ The hedging will hide the cars that we see so much, especially from 
within the square (compare Charterhouse Square)

§ Planting behind the benches will make them more comfortable to sit on
§ Hedges may discourage football playing

§ Older people have been seen less in the square as it has been dominated 
by children. Hedges might make the square a more comfortable place 
for older people to use

Some arguments in favour
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§ There may be issues with maintenance
§ The hedges might provide more opportunities for nefarious activities in 

the square

§ The planting may not survive (in particular physical damage and lack 
of rain might cause that) or might become messy

§ Some people prefer the aesthetic of an open space

Some arguments against


